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CBCI XXXI PLENARY ASSEMBLY,
February 05 - 12, 2014 - FINAL STATEMENT

Renewed Church for a Renewed Society —
Responding to the Call of Vatican ||

1. We, the 187 member-bishops of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of India (CBCI), came together at the
Alphonsian Pastoral Institute, Palai in Kerala, the place
sanctified by St. Alphonsa, from February 5 -12, 2014,
for the 31s Plenary Assembly. In continuation of the
30" Plenary Assembly’s theme, Role of the Church for a
Better India, the Bishops deliberated, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, on the theme: “Renewed
Church for a Renewed Society - Responding to the
Call of Vatican I1”. On the 50™" anniversary of the Second
Vatican Council (1962-1965), the CBCI Plenary Assembly
reflected on this theme in the light of the Second Vatican
Council documents in order to draw inspiration for her
future course of life and ministry. We took into account
the reflections of the Catholic Council of India which
studied the same theme at its December 2013 annual
meeting in Varanasi.

2. We first recalled the Church’s self-understanding,
enshrined in the Constitution on the Church, Lumen
Gentium, as the pilgrim People of God, a community
rooted in a deep experience of the Trinitarian God in
Christ Jesus. Ad Gentes, reminds us that the Church
is a community with a mission to evangelize, to proclaim
the good news of Jesus to all, a mission entrusted to




PAN TRICHUR ARCHDIOCESAN 19

her by Jesus and the Spirit. The Church exercises her
mission in a world marked by a tremendous imbalance:
a few very rich and the vast majority poor struggling to
eke out a living. The Document on the Church in the
Modern World, Gaudium et Spes impels the members of
the Church to an involvement in the struggles of
suffering humanity based on the principles of respect
for the human person, solidarity and effective social
dialogue to bridge the gap between the rich and the
poor. Finally, the Council document on the Laity,
Apostolicam Actuositatem points out that the lay faithful,
who form the vast majority in this People of God, have a
specific role in society - that of penetrating and
perfecting the temporal order in the spirit of the Gospel.

3. When we look at our country, we see corruption
plaguing every sphere of society. In such a scenario,
Church institutions must be an example of transparency
and probity. Another phenomenon is that of internal
migration which, while opening opportunities to people,
has torn the cultural and religious moorings that
sustained them. Globalization too has brought in its
wake problems like prolonged working hours which have
disrupted family life. We witness the trend to
fundamentalism which seeks to dilute the secular
character of our nation. Against this trend, we stand by
the values upheld by the Indian Constitution and appeal
to governments to respect these values.

4. The Church in India has tried to live up to the vision
of Vatican Il. Several people have been led to a deep
experience of God through reading the Word of God,
through the traditional practices of piety and through
the Charismatic Movement. In many places Small
Christian Communities, rooted in the Word and
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Eucharist have been established. “These communities
are a sign of vitality within the Church, an instrument
of formation and evangelization, and a solid starting
point for a new society based on a ‘civilization of love”
(Redemptoris Missio, 51). The Church has worked for the
uplift of the downtrodden. She has been appreciated for
the way she has responded immediately to natural
calamities, for her unbiased outreach to the needy and
vulnerable sections of society. Participatory structures
have been established in several regions, dioceses and
parishes. The 2010 CBCI Gender Policy has been hailed
as a step in the right direction. Youth have experienced
empowerment through training programs and services.

5. However, there is still need for improvement. The
reflections of the Plenary Assembly centred chiefly on
seven areas:

5.i. Fostering God Experience: What is needed is a
deep experience of the Trinitarian God drawing on the
treasures of the Church especially the Word and
Sacraments. For this, our liturgies have to be well
prepared, participative and meaningful. Hence, we have
decided to initiate a renewal in the celebration of the
liturgy so that it becomes an effective means for Christ-
centred God experience. We bishops have to be ourselves
Spirit-filled men of God, giving priority to prayer and to
the Word of God, and helping our clergy and lay faithful
to become aware of God’'s presence and activity in their
lives. The God experience will lead to an inner
conversion made visible in the simplicity of our lives, in
our attitude of love, compassion and forgiveness.
Following the example of Pope Francis, we will live a
genuinely simple, humble, welcoming and outgoing life
reaching out to all people. We will so orient the formation
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of future priests and religious that they enter the
ministry with an attitude of humility, ready to serve
the poor and marginalized of society.

5.ii. Addressing justice issues: The experience of God
will lead us to involvement in and solidarity with the
marginalized and the exploited, those suffering from
disabilities, those living in the peripheries of economic,
cultural and social spheres. We will speak out against
all forms of injustice meted out to them and we will
defend their rights. We listened to the call of Pope
Francis urging us to “work to eliminate the structural
causes of poverty and to promote the integral
development of the poor.” (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 188).
We want the Church to be truly a Church of the Poor.
We reaffirm our solidarity with the Dalits in India who
continue to be oppressed. The CBCI reiterates its resolve
to struggle for equal rights of Dalit Christians on par
with their counterparts in other religions. We will
continue the fight against the 1950 Presidential Order,
which unjustly discriminates against Dalit Christians
and we demand that the Government remove this 64
year injustice. Justice delayed is justice denied. We
also commit ourselves to rooting out all forms of
discrimination within the Church and ensuring equal
opportunities in leadership roles for Dalit Christians.

5.iii. Ensuring for our lay faithful their rightful place:
Recognizing the God-given talents and potentialities of
the lay faithful, we will, in the first place, listen more
to their voice. Hence, we commit ourselves to establish
Pastoral Councils in every diocese. We realize that
formation of the lay faithful is the need of the hour. To
this end, we commit ourselves, as a priority, to initiate
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programmes for lay formation to equip them to play their
role in the Church and society.

5.iv. Stamping out Discrimination against Women. We
commit ourselves to strive for the equal dignity of and
equal opportunities for women, providing especially equal
opportunities for the education of the girl child. We
wholeheartedly support the campaign against female
foeticide and domestic violence. In the face of
increasing sexual abuse and violence in Indian society,
we will do all in our power to enforce discipline so as to
ensure a secure environment in our institutions for
women and children.

5.v.. Creating a Christian presence in political and
public life. We depend in a special way on our youth,
the future leaders of the Church and society. As bishops
we realize much more needs to be done for them. We
want to embark on intensive programmes for them to
enter into the mainstream of public life so as to ensure
value-based politics. Hence, we request every region to
set up, wherever possible, training centres to prepare
the youth for leadership roles in civic and political life.

5.vi. Promoting Dialogue. India is home to a rich variety
of ancient cultures and religions. The Church in India
has to be a Church in dialogue. We urge our lay faithful
to engage in the “dialogue of life”, mingling with our
brothers and sisters of other religious traditions,
greeting them on their feast days and being with them
in life’s vulnerable moments such as sickness and
death. Besides strengthening the already existing Small
Christian Communities, we will seek to establish Basic
Human Communities which would be a powerful means
for communal peace and harmony.
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5.vii. Safeguarding Ecology. The Bishops re-affirm their
commitment to the protection of nature. We stand for
sustainable development of peoples and human ecology.
The CBCI Plenary Assembly shares the apprehensions
of people living in the Western Ghats and in the areas
affected by the 2011 Notification of the Ministry of
Environment on the Coastal Regulation Zone. We appeal
to the Union Government to protect the civic rights of
the inhabitants in areas adversely affected by the
proposals of the Madhav Gadgil and Kasturirangan
Reports. The CBCI also shares the similar concerns of
the tribal population in Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Madhya
Pradesh and Jharkhand fast coming under mining
projects.

6. The road ahead of us is challenging. But we count
on the presence of the Risen Lord who, through the
power of His Spirit, “makes all things new” (Rev. 21:5).
All renewal is always the work of the Spirit. We place
our efforts at renewing the Church in view of renewing
society in the hands of Mary, our Mother, the Star of
Evangelization.

Fr. Joseph Chinnayyan
Deputy Secretary General &
Spokesperson, CBCI
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Prot. No. 441/2014
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03
04
05

06
07

08

09
10

1
12
13

THU
FRI
SAT

SUN
MON

TUE

THU

FRI
SAT
SUN

Morning
Evening

Morning
Afternoon

Morning
Evening

Morning
Evening

Morning

Morning
Evening

Morning

Morning

ARCHDIOCESAN

02(MeaalomIwians
al@ln12S16: (B

Programme

For The People
Abishekagni Convention, Lourde Cathedral

Vocation Camp for Girls, Minor Seminary
Jyothi Engineering College

Delhi

Delhi

Palayur Convention Samapanam
Viswasolsav Samapanam, Pazhuvil

Palayur Theerthadanam

Vocation Week Inauguration, Lourde
Viswasolsav Samapanam, Chittatukara

Vocation Camp, Minor Seminary
Meeting with the Directors of Institutions

Engaged

Thalicode

JMMC Trust Meeting

Vocation Camp, Minor Seminary
Engaged

Plam Sunday, Lourde Cathedral
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14
15
16
17
18

20
21
22
23

24
25
26

27
28

29-30

MON
TUE

THU
FRI

SUN
MON
TUE
WED

THU
FRI
SAT

SUN
MON

ARCHDIOCESAN

Afternoon
Evening

Evening

Morning

Morning
Evening

Morning

Morning

Evening
Afternoon

Morning
Afternoon
Evening

Morning

Afternoon

Lahyim Meet, Family Apostolate
Kanakamala
Chrism Blessing, Lourde Cathedral

Mulayam

Engaged

Maundy Thursday, Basilica
Good Friday, Lourdes Cathedral
Basilica

EASTER, Lourdes Cathedral
Prayer Day

Marathakkara

For The People
Prayer Day
Thazhekkadu
Kuriachira

Engaged

Death Anniversary of Mar Kundukulam, Lourde

Peringadur
Mulayam
Engaged
Kolazhy

Kuzhikkatussery
Bangalore
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MaNWHA(INN
PN c) PRI PN
DATE DAY TIME PROGRAMME
1 TUE Forenoon  Palayur Convention
2 WED  Evening Mookkanuur Convention
35 Engaged
6 SUN Palayur Theerthadanam

7 MON  Evening Peramangalam Church,
Inauguration of Viswasaulsavam

TUE Meeting of Institutional Directors

9 WED Engaged

10 THU Meeting in 1JK

11 FRI Evening Concluding of Viswasaulsavam in
Chittattukara

12-20 Bangalore

21 MON Engaged

22 TUE Evening Holy Mass and Blessing of Grotto -
Kurumal

23-24 Engaged

25-27 Goa

28 MON  Forenoon Engaged
Afternoon Vestition - Mannuthy CHF
29 TUE Morning Holy Mass- Attupuram
Forenoon  Holy Mass- Vailathur
30 WED  Morning Charismatic Meeting — Kalamassery
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http://catechismtrichur.blogspot.com|

GQIGRIAICBUD al01HUVIT alRVIBHBOV af)elonicow)o @REIMEE)
). 260WBHe QluoIaVAIGlIRIMo M@E] (GHlN®AlEMIsS Galdan)
MO3H9) UMW @OAIOO  ELaldON0a0lafl99) HW)o Va0 W89 HW)o
©21QIAN AMIELYValBHGB)0 AOMIaIlMIBHUBHN)0 (IOB@NMIUDOTVHU!

1. Std. XII, ACC Annual Common Examination Result

@008 ER@I0)al® D@ EIOWMEHBODIOG Blog-@8 a101em0
anelo (aIleL1e:dlen)Mmmoem. @13 mlamye Print agsjesoan
anmoem. (Blog Address : http://catechismtrichur.blogspot.com)

2. Re-Valuation of Answer Papers of Std. Xll

@RGaleH NTeHNE @alrvom alool April 30. Fees Rs. 100/-
nia0). Qile001W2JEMRWI0 HaOAIFYONSW)0 10)aI0BUDEWOS)HS]
amaeeniowm aildyodmdl (with Registration Number and Phone
Number) saigssssen 103 @AIM8s AlAIEEBWE TVadlmo
BREAIUOHVP®] ADEMIOWM B2an1SIG8 a@B@3a{les)d:.
3. ACC Re-Examination - May 17, Saturday 2014

Feb.2014 Annaul Examination aj cmoQaidse)e Absent @
Qdsn)o, MABSSI@3 Improvement calemenmm)ssaidss)e Re-Ex-
amination ag)9ymoo. Exam. Fees Rs. 60/- Registraion-aj aioyemioud
2014 ©an(enAId] al0leues calensl madsslo Hall Ticket owe:06ns)
aloemo. Last Date May 10, 2014

Exam . Programme

Date . 17th May 2014

Day . Saturday

Time : 01.00 pm - 04.00 pm

Venue :  Catechetical Centre, DBCLC, Thrissur
Portion : Syllabus of the Academic year 2013-2014
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4, Headmasters’ Seminar & Conference (Full Day)
Date : 18th May 2014
Day . Sunday
Time : 9.30am
Venue . Catechetical Centre, DBCLC, Thrissur

af)eld  §a0WEOIRdno0)e MIBNIMLAIV)o alErS)eeemo. Glalyenieil
96rEoW1@H6)o.

5. Scholarship Examinations April 2014

Scholarship Examination a5 @p@a000® #)5lexvd  Hall Ticket @3
madlalena’ Examination Centre £,81@3 aloleu @)seB)am
@lmy 15 Ay M ag)GOMENZ®6T.

Hall Tickets @ HM Baflsemo.
Sunday Catechism - Scholarship Examinations
Examination Centres:-

1. Chelakkara Little Flower CGHSS

2. FErawu St. Joseph’s Eng. HSS

3. Mannuthy Holy Family Eng. School

4.  Mundur O.L. of Mount Carmel Church

5.  Ollur St. Mary’s CGHS

6. Palakkal St. Mathew’s Church

7. Pavaratty Christ King CGHS

8. Pazhuvil St. Antony’s HS

9. Thrissur Basilica, Mathanikethan (aomomee:mad)
Basilica Dolour’s Church, Thrissur

10. Thrissur East St. Mary’s Lourde Cathedral UPS

11. Wadakkanchery Clelia Barbieri Eng. School
School Catechism & Moral Science Scholarship Examinations
Examination Centres:-

1. Erawu St. Joseph’s Eng. HSS
2. Mammiyur Little Flower CGHSS
3. Ollur St. Mary’s CGHS
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Palakkal Aided LPS
Thrissur Basilica, Mathanikethan (aomomlee:mad)
Basilica Dolour’s Church, Thrissur
6. Thrissur East St. Mary’s Lourde Cathedral UPS

7. Wadakkanchery St. Pius X CUPS
Centre of Exam. &)5l&:08 (ale@mydo aloeom) am 1eloeanemo.
a) School Catechism & Moral Science Exam. Hall Tickets April 2
D)@ BOENIOWM BB BOMIGIWIMI0 QAUEBBOANM 6N, Al
a@ail@d 8 Tuesday. Time 2 pm to 4 pm
b) Sunday Catechism Exam. Hall Tickets April 8 a)m@3 amesniowm
CH(BOMIT MIaNo QAUOEEBOAUM @M. aldldH aflafl@d 15
Tuesday. Time 2 pm to 4 pmM. al01eHTH @RBAOOIW &S]
®8)9S Calo)dud BLOG @3 (alrvlanles@lenyanmoen).

TVAVEManNO

Fr. Antony Mecheripidi Fr. Jiphy Mekkattukulam
Asst. Director Director

2a0dE6nilell 6(sWlmlw) 6668 2188300606

® M.Ed. Viva Voice aquadaflaj)

2012-2013 @RELIQM AUBHOIBRI af)o.ag)l. alldjodmals8)es w)em]
cadmildl Viva Voice eanenyaicl 24-0) aanoyenilell ¢6068=1cdena]
MSEeq|s). @)emleaismulgl allayogyomve afleon eawoall ol my @ro)
6m, an0)8e esWImlol) esocs=leal Alqud eniaH18, agaB. ag)mV.ag)mV.
o(sWImloy) edmocg=loal al 1y @emilg]l agmmiaid wemleagmilg
06U B BM@ @0 M@ds).
® M.Ed. ailgyodmale:ud nealavem alla@o 6@O660IMS)@TN)

OO @RELIVM AUAHOTO! af)o.af) ) ANBLORMAB:UB ean(en) G
17, 18 @QON6E3 alomomlend conaowlg)8s wealauem Aflatwo @l
OIS} O). Ba00EO MW @yemleaugmilgl alayogsomu alleowo
eawonll eawo. oMAlB OalEE® NEUAHEM AlaHWEBBRUE GOEEIBMS)EH TS
@ROUUDIRO® MIBGGUOEBBUS M@ .
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MIealo@SMY ewW @REEEROL MIGaldBSM) W al®lalosSle:u3ee aalmul
HOO af)(WS)CHOHUM Llhal0d alqud HER0 EROAZEE EMOy@Io MEBH:.
and. 219G#H69 alloon@d and.eB 1 al(me))8ed0m
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THRISSUR EDUCATIONAL TRUST P

E

.lyollli Enslneenns College

v

® oannyuel 21-a7 ISTE @)os ecmoy@iom]ed ©6m=oo U@ au
@6OTW MRISESIEMISHIY & DMII(S)encMBaum allayodaal
&Be600) PCB Design and Fabrication agon allavoowled eaual
mo@ auocaislaflay).

® oannaIEl 21-0) MUlal@d ageilmialed’ afleonamleal allayodmal
HUWBHHOW GO, PRaNIEBAUMANB8WIOS (HA0anMIB & Han B0al
3 Wlapdseang, M@ ogeaimIlwdlod), agd.agal.agav. agemilm?
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