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Synod of Bishops
I ntervention By Apb. Andrews Thazhath
on 9" October 2015 during Open Furum at 6 pm

Most Holy Father, Dear Members of the Synod,

| am coming from Indiawherethe mgority of the peopleare Hindus.
When | make a comparative study of the faith-life and family
formation among the religions like Hindus, Muslims, Christians,
Buddists, Jainsetc., the Christians, especidly Catholics, haveavery
systematic program of formation for marriage and family life
centered on parish churches and diocese, whilefor the vast majority
of Hindus, there is nothing of that sort at their religious centers.
Still, the mgority of Hindus very positively continue with their
religious practices and family values. The main reason for such a
continuation isthat their religiouslifeismainly centered on family.
In other words, their family customs and traditions —in Christian
terminology, Family Liturgy —in connection with birth, naming of
child, schooling, construction of church, birthdays, marriage, death
and such events of life as well as for daily activities, sustain and
foster their religious life without interruption. ‘Family Liturgy’
played a great role in the life and formation of our Syro Malabar
Churchalso. Therefore, | fed that, in order to promotetrue Christian
family lifeand values, we haveto give moreimportanceto ‘ Family
Liturgy’ of the ‘Domestic Church’. May | propose that as an
outcome of the present Synod, dioceses publish texts / books of
family liturgy and popularize them. Thank you.
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Intervention of Archbishop Andrews Thazhath in the Synod of
Bishops on 23 October 2015 On the Evaluation of the Text of
the Synodal Document

Proposal for the Modification of the Draft on the Final
Documentof Synod of Bishops on “The Vocation and
Mission of the Family in the Church and in the
Contemporary World”

Most Holy Father and the Members of the Synod,

The challengesto thefamiliesin the contemporary world have been
beautifully narrated in thefirst part of the draft document, especially
innumbers8-29. The problems connected with marriageand families
ingeneral (nos. 8-9; 25) and those of the poor, the elderly, widows,
disabled, migrants, children, women, men, youth and the like are
dealt with praiseworthily innumbers 15 to 29. Thethird part, while
dealing with the accompaniment of the Church, speaks also about
the special situations like co-habitation, people with homosexual
tendencies, divorced and remarried, etc.

After going through the third part of the draft, it seemsthat enough
emphasis is not given to the ongoing accompaniment of the
familieswho, in spiteof gresat difficultiesin the contemporary world,
try to lead alife according to the teachings of the Church. Pastoral
care of the poor and needy, street children, disabled people, women,
youth, elderly etc., require more attention in the final document.
Pastoral care of migrant families, in other words,
accompaniment of the mother Church, especially Oriental
Church (for example, as | mentioned earlier, the case of Syro
Malabar Church in Gulf Countries)is not given proper attention.
The numbers 76 and 89 of the draft where mention is made about
the *accompaniment of the Church for familiesin general’ have to
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be enlarged devel oping theroles of parishesand pastors, members
of the ingtitutes of consecrated life, basic Christian Communities,

Associations and movements, like ‘ Consecrated Families', inthe
pastoral accompaniment of the families.

| am submitting to the Secretariat the details of these proposals,
especially those made in the light of the suggestion of the Circolo
Minori, of the English Group C, in this regard.

Archbishop Andrews Thazhath

Submission to the Secretariat

Addition / Modification to the I nstrumentum Laboris
Part I11, Ch. II1.

General Comment: Chapter 11 of Part 111 of Instrumentum Laboris
ison “ Family and Formation” where there are paragraphs on
‘ Accompanying Engaged Couplesand Couplesintheir initial years
of marriage’. Chapter 11l deals with “ The Family and
Accompaniment by the Church” . But this chapter deals mainly
with the accompaniment by the Church for the families with
difficulties — like broken and wounded families. Very little is
mentioned about the accompaniment of the Church for families
which strive lead a life according to the teachings of the Church,
which has to be our focus. So we have to insert a Chapter or at
least divide Chapter 111 into two parts giving emphasisin the first
part to the ongoing accompaniment by the Church for familiesin
general and the second part to the families which are in difficult
situation.

| am noting down here below some points for your reflection.
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Ongoing Accompaniment of Families by the Church
(Pastoral Care of Families): The Church considers asits
foremost duty theformation and caring of Catholic Families,
which are constituted as* specific revelation and realization
of ecclesial communion” called as*domestic Church”. They
areto be formed as a community of faith, hope and charity
(CCCn. 2204). The Churchisalwaysthankful totheLord,
her faithful spouse, that in spite of the many and varied
challenges of the modern world a good number of the
Catholic families give true testimony to the teachings of
Christ and Church (Cf. CCC. 2197-2233). It isthe duty of
the Church to encourage and support such familieswith all
possible pastoral care.

Pastoral Careof Familiesthrough parishes: The pastora
care of familiesisto be mainly coordinated and sustained
by diocesan and parish communities. The pastors of souls
shall see that necessary structures with proper personnel
are constituted for this purpose. The Family Apostolate
Centers or similar bodies functioning in agood number of
dioceses are doing remarkable services in this area.
Formation centers like Theology Institutes for laity and
family, Counseling Centers, can a so function as structures
for pastoral care and formation of families.
Parishiscommunion of ‘domestic churches or families. It
is in the parish, the families and all its members become
disciples of Christ (Jn. 13: 34-35) through faith formation
nurtured by Scripture, nourished by sacraments and united
into acommunity of faithful.

Visiting families and praying with them on their different
occasions by pastors of souls make them experience the
accompaniment and support of the Church. Similarly, the
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missionary activities of the members of some Institutes of
Consecrated Lifelike*HomeMission' are praiseworthy. The
couples and other members are to experience the true ‘life
and love' in the family after having participated in the
Eucharistic meal in the parish church.

5. Basic Christian Communities: In the changing modern
world where individualism is on the increase, the Church
looks with hope and appreciation the existence of the
different forms of bridging families through clusters of
familiescalled differently as‘ Basic Christian Communities’,
‘Small Christian Communities and ‘ Family Unions'. Such
unionsof familiesgathered periodically in one of the cluster
familiesfor prayer, reflection and action are to be fostered.
Leaders of such family units under the guidance of pastors
areto betrained to give pastora careto families according
to the varying needs of the group.

6. New Movementsand Associationsof Families(IL n. 111):
Familiesthemselvesare best missionariesfor other families.
New movementsin different parts of the Church like *Neo
Catechumenate’, * Couplesfor Christ’, consecrated families
like‘Legion of Apostolic Families' offer big support for the
pastoral care of families. Associationsfor mothers, parents,
singles, etc., can also be formed and coordinated for such
purposes.

7. Fostering Family Liturgy and Family Prayer: Family is
the first school of human formation. Family that prays
together lives together. Family prayers, traditions and
customs with cultural backgrounds in connection with the
day-today life of families have helped alot to sustain and
developreligiouslifeinfamilies. Pastors of soulsunder the
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guidance of Bishops Conferences shall see that necessary
devisesliketextsfor ‘family liturgy’ suited to the culture of
the place are formed and fostered.

8. Pastoral Care for Children: Since parents have given
children their life, they are bound by the most
serious obligation to educate their offspring and
therefore must be recognized as the primary and
principal educators. Thewitness of Christian life given
by parents in the family comes to children with
tendernessand par ental respect. Children thusper ceive
and joyoudly livethe closenessof God and of Jesusmade
manifest by their parentsin such a way that this first
Christian experience frequently leaves decisive traces
which last throughout life. This childhood religious
awakening which takes place in the family is
irreplaceable. It is consolidated when, on the occasion of
certainfamily eventsand festivities, “ careistakento explain
in the home the Christian or religious content of these
events.” It isdeepened all the more when parents comment
onthemore methodical catechesiswhichtheir children later
receive in the Christian community and help them to
appropriate it. Indeed, ‘family catechesis precedes ...
accompanies and enrichesall forms of catechesis.’ (Cfr.
Cateches Tradendae n. 68; Gravissimum Educationis ,
no. 3; Gaudium et spes, n. 52; Familiaris Consortio, nos.
36,38,39, 53,60; Lumen Gentium n.11; Directory for
Catechesis nos. 179,226,227,255; Evangelii Nuntiandi n.
71; CCC nos. 1653,1656, 2221, 2223). Associations for
children at parish and family unit levels will aso enhance
the possibilities for pastora care for children. (Perhaps,
we can add a sentence here regarding the care of street
children and differently abled children).
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9.

10.

Pastoral Care for Youth: In diverse avenues the
contemporary world attributes great significance to youth,
their life and their contributions to the church and society.
The youth are often attracted to all sorts of novelty, music,
art, media especially social media, mobile, sports and so
on. Helping youth to wade through the mixed fare of modern
attractions, affiliations and pitfalls is a herculean task for
the Church. But it is the duty of the Church to escort them
on avenues of development and at the sametime, imparting
formation for leadershipt. Pope John Paul 1 crystallizesthe
sentiments of the Mother Church: “In our pastoral care we
ask ourselves: How areweto reveal Jesus Christ, God made
man, to thismultitude of children and young people, revea
him not just in the fascination of afirst fleeting encounter
but through an acquaintance, growing deeper and clearer
daily, with him, his message, the plan of God that he has
revealed, the call he addresses to each person, and the
Kingdom that he wishesto establish in this world with the
“little flock” of those who believe in him, a Kingdom that
will be complete only in eternity? How are we to enable
them to know the meaning, the import, the fundamental
requirements, the law of love, the promises and the hopes
of thisKingdom?' (Cateches Tradendae, 35).

Youth associations and movements are to be fostered in
the parishesand family unitsaswell asyouth formatorsare
to be formed as to give accompaniment by the church for
them.

Pastoral carefor theelderly: Pastoral carefor the elderly
has become an utmost need in the society and the Church
as the number of the aged and sick are on the increase.
Pastors of souls have to take special measures for the care
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11.

12.

of the aged people, especialy in the families. Children art
to be taught about the art of loving and caring their parents.
The best form of love towards parentsisto make them feel
that they are wanted. It is good to organize structures in
parish/diocesan levels, like ‘ pain and palliative care units’,
for the care of the elderly.

Pastoral Carefor themigrants: The modernworldison
themove. A good number of familieshave moved to different
parts of the world. In several cases, the parents move to
other places in search of job while the family is back at
home. In such situation, it isthe duty of the Church to give
adequate pastoral care. Following the norms of Vatican
Council Il teachings (OE nos. 5,9), the Instruction Erga
Migrantes Caristas Christi (2004) of the Pontifical Council
for Migrantsand Itinerant people and Canon Law, juridical
structures are to be established for the pastoral care of
migrants so that the faithful can feel the accompaniment by
proper pastors of their mother Church in the ritual and
cultural levels. Such outreach programs by the mother
Churchwill help the migrants, especially theyoung, to keep
up and transmit the traditional family values, to foster
vocations from among the migrant families, to accompany
the wounded families and to show Mercy to the poor,
children of broken and single parent families, etc.

Pastoral Care for the poor and the needy: Following
the teaching of Christ (Mt. 25:40), the Church considers
the care for the poor, needy and vulnerablefamiliesasis of
utmost importance .... (In the background of the Holy
Year of Mercy, the paragraph on *pastoral care of the poor
and needy can be elaborated here or in some other section
of the Part |11 of Instrumentum Laboris. We may also add
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a paragraph regarding the care of the differently abled
and wulnerable people).

13. Supporting Families to be Evangelizing Families:
Families themselves are the best ‘ Agents of Ministry for
family and for evangelization’ asenvisioned by the Church
whichismater et magistra. Under the guidance of Bishops
Conferences, program of action as well as formation of
devises are to be articulated for thismission to families.

Archbishop AndrewsThazhath
(Trichur, Syro Malabar, India)

(Footnotes)

And here is a sampling of the work of a secular agency in youth care:
1) Befriending - Just being a friend to troubled youths, 2) Counselling
- Developing self-awareness, providing support, 3) Life Skills Group
Work - Imparting life skills such as effective communication, conflict
resolution and decision making, 4) Service Learning -Learn as one
serves the community, 5) Project Serve - Short attachment with YGOS,
6) Mentoring - Coaching, ‘walking’ with a youth over an extended
period of time, 7) Family Mediation - Playing peacemaker, 8)
Parenting Talks - Sharing understanding of youths with parents of
teenagers, 9) Volunteer Training Equipping volunteers with
necessary knowledge and skills in helping youths-atrisk and their
families, 10) Outdoor Adventure - Such as kayaking, rock climbing,
mountain biking, hiking etc., 11) Sports/Recreational Activities -
Such as soccer, basketball, floor ball, BBQS, fishing etc., 12) Camps -
Local and Overseas, 13) Overseas Community Service - Seeking to
understand foreign cultures and serving underprivileged
communities, etc. Cf. Our Mission. Youth Guidance. <http://
youthguidance.org.sg/fronthtm>
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Dec. 2015

01  Tue
02 Wed
03 Thu
04  Fri

05 Sat

06 Sun
07 Mon
08  Tue
9-11 Wed
12 Sat

13 Sun
14 Mon
15  Tue
16 Wed
17 Thu

Morning
Evening
Morning
Evening
Moring
Afternoon
Morning
Morning
Evening

Morning
Evening
Morning
Evening

Morning
Evening
Morning

Evening
Morning
Afternoon
Afternoon
Morning
Evening
Morning
After noon
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Programme
Tribunal Meeting

Buon Natale: Pauravali Meeting

Trip: Irinjalakuda

Finance Council

For the Priests & Religious

Engaged

JCMR: Advisory Board, Formal Inauguration
Christian Chair: New Building Inauguration at Kozhikode
Jubilee Celebration at Divine Retreat Center
YOBEL

Curia Meeting

CSM Mannampetta — General Chapter

Minor seminary blessing at Kozhinjampara
Engaged

KCBC

Marriage: Silver Jubilee Celebration

Mercy Home

Holy Massé& Holy Door Inauguration at Basilica
Marriage: Golden Jubilee Celebration

Holy Massé& Holy Door Inauguration at Palayur
Religious Year Gathering

Priest senate

Buon Natale: Meeting With Trustees

Patron’s Day: St. Thomas College

JMMC Trust Meeting

Meeting with vicars who have assists
Consultor's Meeting




"ecuge ot

18

19

20

21

22
23
24

25
26

27

28

29

30

31

Fri

Sat

Sun

Mon

Tue
Wed
Thu

Fri
Sat

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
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Evening
Morning
Afternoon
Evening
Morning

Evening

Morning
Afternoon
Evening

Morning
Evening

Evening

Morning
Evening

Morning

Afternoon
Morning
Evening
Morning

Afternoon
Morning
Afternoon
Morning

After noon
Morning

Evening
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Jubilee Mission Hospital: Foundation Day

For the People

Auditorium Blessing at St. Joseph H.S Kuriachira
Holy Mass: Snehothsavam at Puthenpeedika
Holy Mass at Lourdes Bp. John Menachery's
Death Anniversary

Meeting at Town Hall: Association for Handicapped
Holy Mass at Choondal

Christmas Eve at Basilica

Holy Mass at Kanjani: Inauguration of Mercy Year
Meeting at St. Mary's College: Legion of Mary
Peace Home

Ecumenical Meeting: Martha Mariam Church
Jubilee Mission Research Center: Advisory Board
JMMC: Convocation: MBBS

Holy Mass : St. Francis Xavier, Chevoor

Holy Mass & Altar Blessing at Pullazhy

Out of Station

Engaged

Christmas Eve At Bishop’s House

Christmas Mass At Lourdes

Happy Christmas

Ordination at Pavaratty: Rev. Dn. JoysonCheruvathur& Rev.
Dn. Jerin Arimboor.

Ordination at Thiroor: Rev. JijoThattil CMI

Engaged

BuonNatale

Ordination at Kandassamkadavu: Rev. Dn. Jikson
Malokkaran& Rev. Dn. Paul Maliamavu

Ordination at Ponnore: Rev. Dn. Sijo Muringathery
Ordination at Varakkara South: Rev. Dn. Geo Cheradai
Ordination at Nedupuzha: Rev. Dn. Geo Chiriyankandath
Ordination at Varantharapilly: Rev. Dn. Praveen
Puthanchira CMI

Ordination at Doloures Basilica: Rev. Dn. SanalMaliakkal

Ordination at Karamuck: Rev. Dn. Anson Neelankavil &
Rev. Dn. Simon Chiramel

Parish Hall Blessing at Ponganamkad
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Date
1-4
05

06

07

08
10-15
16

17

18
19
20

22
24
25
26

27
28
29
30

Dec. 2015

Day

Sat

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
Sat
Sun

Tue
Thu
Fri

Sat

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed

MaNWHAOINM

Time
Morning
Morning

Evening
Morning

Morning

Morning
Evening
Morning
After noon
Evening
Afternoon
Morning
Evening
Evening
Evening

Morning
After noon
Evening

Evening
Morning
Morning
Morning
After noon
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Programme

Out of Station: Nagpur

St. Thomas College

Christian Chair: New Building Inauguration at Kozhikode
Holy Mass: Enamakkal

YOBEL

Holy Mass: Cherumkuzhy

Holy Mass: CSM Mannampetta — General Chapter
Curia Meeting

Minor seminary blessing at kozhinjampara

Deacon’s Retreat: Kottayam

Patron’s Day: St. Thomas College

Snehothsavam

Meeting with vicars who have assists

Consultor's Meeting

Holy Mass Thiruthoor

Christmas Gathering: SD Convent; Palackal

Holy Mass & Consecration of the Altar: Vellakkarithadam
Bible Convention: Ammadam

Holy Mass: Chelakkara

Christmas Eve At Bishop’s House

Happy Christmas

Ordination: Pallikkunnu — Rev. Dn. Sinto Ponthekken
Ordination: Viyyur — Rev.Dn. Ajeesh Perinchery

Silver Jubilee Celebration- Rev. Fr. George Cheruvathoor;
Orumanayoor

Buon Natale

Ordination: Thalakkottukara — Rev. Dn. Sonjai Thaikkattil
Ordination: Ollur — Rev. Dn. Antony Menachery
Ordination: Puthussery — Rev. Dn. Jinto Kuttikkatt
Ordination: Vellur — Rev. Dn. Xavier CMI
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HAPPY CHRISTMAS!

mUMIGMano,

Fr. Tens Kunnappilly
Fr. Jijo Kappilamnirappel
(Asst. Directors)

Fr. Raphael Akkamattathil
Director
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Institute of Theology wlad mlmge ai3l@ HOBAIGIMI® 6&IYMGE:

1.B.Ain Theology & Religious Sudies (Affiliated to Catholic
University, Leuven [Katholieke Universiteit, Leuven], Bel-
gium)
o)eooafleer Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium anaowl affiliate
021010189 ©6BWIMS(@Aild}oalloeml@d mlam)e @aN) AUBHOHDOD
B.A. in Theology and Religious Studies- e an@l enioaj January 3 oo
OIQ®] 6OV al @RYOOEIBIAM). D CBHISAVIG3 E2100M @YW
aid December 12- 0o @il 2.30 pm - 4.30 pm awe msssyam Entrance
Exam @3 ml@mnimwaom)o a19&:S)e80enemIem. af)elo smomoo$aidgleno
(2 26m1 2@ 5 @M1 AUOOW)Y0) M6NEO0 VVMIWOSaIMSIENo Haldo®) @
aiwl dlairvessglenoe 9.30 M Q®@3 5 PM Qoo @RUIGIEN)0 &GO B3
Conditions and requirements to join in B.A. in Theology and Religious
Studies
%  Opentoall who have aBachelor degree or equivalent in any other
secular topics and who want to deepen Christian faith.
*  Welcometo Government officerswho desireto witness Christ and
impart His teachings among their co-workers and friends

*  Noagelimit for admission.
%  Candidate hasto passthe Entrance Examination conducted by the
Institute of Theology Thrissur.

%  B.Ain Theology Study Programme is equivalent to 140 Credit
Pointsin three years.

% A Credit Point is 15 study hours.

*  The Credits could be attained by attending the Classes of each
Subject, Seminars, writing assignments and book reviews suggested
by the Institute, annual paper and a dissertation work presented to
the Faculty of Theology, Catholic University of Leuven (K.U.L)
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Belgium.
* Medium of Teaching : English; Course Fees Rs. 2000/- per year.
* For more details, contact Director

Rev.Raphael Akkamattathil, Director, Ingtitute of Theology
DBCLC, Archbishop's House, Trichur 680 005,

Phone: (0487) 2333245

E-mail: Institute.of .theology @gmail.com

2. Basic Theology Course

AUMIOMOBMCIMBWBEMBS MAN) BOAVOT® HUVTV]E; @lewozse]
¢308a8 (BTC) 2016 2m)aidl 6-03 (enpwd) @Rooleommosn). o
aqawo dQileal 9 meml @3 12 26l AIBO. G210008 @RYUNadlEeIA@ Al
endl. mil. ag)@d. ail Wfleeal tilecwosedl 60an0Tadled Mlan)o ailvosailaleByd
@A Gald IR 62IQ)d:.

3. Six months Theol ogy course eagwyo Correspondence Theology Course
om @) Course andomloossloclon mdslatleng)e:ud 2016 RMAIC]
26 0 AWl enil. M. ag)@3. Ml V@3 eala] mseeyam Award day programme
-@3 afl®oemo 6 21Q)MM®OV1dle)o.

4. Correspondence Theology Cour se

HOMICaDMEMI @ICVISHIOOS O HU8 Wlrvoenid 13, AslavosnId
20 a1 aDOWOF2IBEG3 2 Meml M@ 5 BEM] AUOHO ERYWIBIHN)0.

@YUMV HCBINS

Fr. Raphael Akkamattathil
Director
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Individual Benefactors Membership
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