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LETTEROFTHEHOLY FATHER POPE FRANCISTO
THEBISHOPSIN INDIA
Dear Brother Bishops,

1. Theremarkablevarietas Ecclesiarum, theresult of along historical,
cultura, spiritual and disciplinary devel opment, congtitutesatreasure of
the Church, reginain vestitu deaurato circumdatavariegate (cf. Ps44
and Leo X111, Orientalium Dignitas), who awaits her groom with the
fiddity and patience of thewisevirgin, equipped with an abundant supply
of ail, sothat thelight of her lamp may enlighten all peoplesinthelong
night of awaiting the Lord’scoming.

This variety of ecclesial life, which shines with great splendour
throughout landsand nations, isalsofound in India. The Catholic Church
in India has its origins in the preaching of the Apostle Thomas. It
devel oped through contact with the Churches of Chaldeanand Antiochian
traditionsand, from the sixteenth century onward, through the efforts
of Latinmissionaries. Thehistory of Christianity inthisgreat country
thusledto threedistinct sui iuris Churches, corresponding to ecclesial
expressions of the samefaith celebrated in different ritesaccording to
thethreeliturgical, spiritual, theological and disciplinary traditions.
Although thissituation has sometimes|ed to tensionsin the course of
history, today we can admireaChristian presencethat isboth richand
beautiful, complex and unique.

2. Itisessentid for the Catholic Churchtoreveal her faceinall itsbeauty
totheworld, intherichnessof her varioustraditions. For thisreason the
Congregation for the Oriental Churches, which celebratesitscentenary
year, having been established through the farsightedness of Pope
Benedict XV in 1917, hasencouraged, where necessary, therestoration
of Eastern Catholic traditions, and ensured their protection, aswell as
respect for the dignity and rights of these ancient Churches.

3. The Second Vatican Council embraced thisvision of the Church and
reminded thefaithful of the need to protect and preservethetreasure
of theparticular traditionsof each Church. “Moreover, withinthe Church
particular Churcheshold arightful place; these Churchesretain their
own traditions, without in any way opposing the primacy of the Chair of
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Peter, which presidesover the whole assembly of charity (cf. Ignatius
of Antioch, Ad Rom., Pragf.), and protects|egitimate differences, while

at the sametime assuring that such differencesdo not hinder unity but
rather contributetowardit” (Lumen Gentium, 13).

4. AsLumen Gentium teaches, itisfor the Bishop of Rometo promote
unity in the diversity of the Body of Christ. In thistask, the Roman
Pontiffsfaithfully interpret and apply the voice of the Second Vatican
Council, which expressed the ardent desire that the Oriental Churches,
venerated for their antiquity, should “flourish and with new apostolic
vigour execute thetask entrusted to them” (Orientalium Ecclesiarum,
1). Their responsibility is not only to become ever more effective
instrumentsof that “ specia duty of promoting theunity of al Chrigtians,
especially Eastern Christians’ (Orientalium Ecclesiarum, 24), but aso
to promotetheir “equal dignity [...] for they enjoy the samerightsand
areunder the sameobligations, also in respect of preaching the Gospel
to thewholeworld” (Orientalium Ecclesiarum, 3).

Thirty yearsago, my beloved predecessor Saint John Paul |1 wrotea
L etter to the Bishopsof India. Drawing on the Second Vatican Council,,
he sought to apply the conciliar teaching to the Indian context. InIndia,
even after many centuries, Christiansare only asmall proportion of the
population and, consequently, thereisaparticular need to demonstrate
unity and to avoid any semblance of division. Saint John Paul 11 also
stated that the need for unity and the preservation of diversity arenot
opposed to one another: “ Thisneed to befaithful to thetraditionsand
patrimony of one'sown rite must not beinterpreted asan interference
with the Church’stask of ‘ gathering into onethe children of God who
are scattered abroad’ (Jn 11:52) or with the mission of the Church to
promotethe communion of &l peoplewith the Redeemer” (Epistulaad
Indiae Episcopos, 28 May 1987).

5. Fivedecadesago, when the Syro-Maabar Church expanded to some
central and northern partsof Indiawith“ missionary eparchies’, it was
generally thought by the Latin Bishopsthat there should be just one
jurisdiction, that is, one bishopin aparticular territory. Theseeparchies,
created from L atin dioceses, today have exclusivejurisdiction over those
territories, both of the Latin and Syro-Malabar faithful. However, both
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inthetraditional territories of the Eastern Churches, aswell asinthe
vast areaof the so-called diaspora (where thesefaithful havelong been
established), afruitful and harmonious cooperation between Catholic
bishops of thedifferent sui iuris Churcheswithin the sameterritory has
taken place. This cooperation not only offers an ecclesiological
judtification for suchasolution, but dso demongratesitspastoral benefits.
In aworld where large numbers of Christians are forced to migrate,
overlgpping jurisdictions have become customary and areincreasingly
effectivetoolsfor ensuring the pastoral care of thefaithful whileaso
ensuring full respect for their ecclesia traditions.

6. InlIndiaitsdf, overlapping jurisdictionsshould nolonger beproblematic,
for the Church has experienced them for sometime, suchasin Kerala.
Saint John Paul 11’s L etter authorized the erection of a Syro-Malabar
eparchy in the Bombay-Pune region, which became the Eparchy of
Kalyan. In 2012 the Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Faridabad waserected
intheregion of Delhi and its neighbouring states, whilethe boundaries
of the Eparchy of Mandya were extended in 2015 to include the
metropolitan areaof Bangalore. Inthe sameyear, an Eparchy and an
Apostolic Exarchate were erected for the Syro-Malankar faithful, so
that by theseecclesiastical circumscriptionsthe Syro-Maankar Church
could provide pastoral carefor itsfaithful throughout theterritory of
India. All these devel opments show that, albeit not without problems,
the presence of a number of bishops in the same area does not
compromise the mission of the Church. On the contrary, these steps
have given greater impetusto thelocal Churchesfor their pastoral and
missionary efforts.

7. In2011 my predecessor Benedict XV 1 wishedto providefor thepastora
needs of the Syro-Malabar faithful throughout India, and | confirmed
hisintention following the plenary session of the Congregation for the
Oriental Churchesin 2013. Bishop Raphael Thattil is currently the
ApogtalicVigtor for those Syro-Ma abar faithful inIndiawholiveoutsde
their ownterritory, and he has provided detail ed reportsto theApostolic
See. Thisissue has been examined in meetingsat the highest levelsof
the Church. Following these steps, | believe thetimeisnow right to
completethisprocess.
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I havetherefore authorized the Congregation for the Oriental Churches
toprovidefor the pastora care of the Syro-Malabar faithful throughout

India by the erection of two Eparchies and by the extension of the
boundaries of thetwo already in existence.

| decree also that the new circumscriptions, aswith those already in
existence, be entrusted to the pastoral care of the Major Archbishop of
Ernakulam-Angamaly and to the Synod of Bishopsof the Syro-Malabar
Church, according to the norms of the Code of Canons of the Eastern
Churches.

8. I hopethat my decisionwill bewelcomed with agenerousand peaceful
spirit, althoughit may be asource of apprehension for some, sncemany
Syro-Maabars, deprived of pastora careintheir ownrite, areat present
fully involvedinthelifeof theLatin Church. | am convinced, however,
that all thoseinvolved will understand that thereisno need for concern:
the Church’slife should not be disrupted by such aprovision. Indeed it
must not be negatively interpreted as imposing upon the faithful a
reguirement to leave the communities which have welcomed them,
sometimesfor many generations, and to which they have contributedin
various ways. It should rather be seen as an invitation aswell asan
opportunity for growthinfaith and communionwiththeir sui iurisChurch,
inorder to preservethe precious heritage of their riteand to passit on
tofuturegenerations. Thereisaready aningtruction by the Congregation
for the Oriental Churchesto the Eparchy of Faridabad, whichindicates
that amember of the Syro-Malabar faithful, by virtue of the samelaw,
isalsoamember of the Syro-Ma abar parishwhereheor sheisdomiciled
(Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, Can, 280 81); yet at the
sametime, heor shecanremainfully involvedinthelifeand activities
of the parish of the Latin Church. No dispensationisrequired fromthe
law currently inforcefor thefaithful to practicetheir faith serenely, and
they may do thiswith the pastoral care of either Latin or Syro-Malabar
pastors(cf. Prot. No. 197/2014, 28 January 2016).

9. Thepathof the Catholic ChurchinIndiacannot bethat of isolation and
separation, but rather of respect and cooperation. The presence of
several bishopsof thevarioussui iuris Churchesin the sameterritory
will surely offer an eloquent witness to a vibrant and marvellous
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communion. Thisisthevision of the Second Vatican Council, which|
guote once again: “ Between all the parts of the Churchthereremainsa
bond of closecommunionwhereby they share spiritud riches, apostolic
workers and temporal resources. For the members of the people of
God are called to share these goods in common, and of each of the
Churchesthewords of the A postle hold good: * According to the gift
that each hasreceived, administer it to one another asgood stewards of
themanifold grace of God' (1 Pet 4:10)” (Lumen Gentium, 13). Itisin
thisspirit that | urgeall the beloved Churchesin Indiato be generous
and courageous asthey witnessto the Gospel inthe spirit of fraternity
and mutual love. For the Syro-Ma abar Church, thiscontinuesthevaued
work of their priestsand religiousin the L atin context, and sustainstheir
availability for those Syro-Malabar faithful who, although choosing to
attend L atin parishes, may request some assi stance from their Church
of origin. The Latin rite Church can continue to generously offer
hospitality to membersof the Syro-Malabar communitieswho do not
have church buildings of their own. The cooperation among all the sui
iuris Churches should continue, for examplein the areaof retreatsand
seminarsfor clergy, Bible conferences, cel ebrations of common feast
daysand ecumenica endeavours. With thegrowth of spiritud friendship
and mutual assistance, any tension or apprehension should be swiftly
overcome. May thisextension of the pastoral areaof the Syro-Malabar
Churchinnoway be perceived asagrowth in power and domination,
but asacall to deeper communion, which should never beperceived as
uniformity. Inthewordsof Saint Augustine, who sang thepraisesof the
Trinity and of thewonderful communion of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit, | also ask you: dilatentur spatiacaritatis (Sermon 69, PL 5,
440.441). May therebeagrowth inlove, communion and service.

Dear brother Bishops, | commend all of you to theintercession of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and | assureyou of my closenessin prayer. Toall
of you, the Church and the faithful in India, I impart my Apostolic
Blessing, and | ask that you pray for me.

From the Vatican, 9 October 2017
FRANCIS
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02
03
04
05
06
07
08

09
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G
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Date Day

Fri

Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed

Fri

Sat

Sun

Time

Morning

Evening

Morning

Morning

Morning

Evening

Morning

T

Description

Holy Mass at Alagappa: Marriage
preparation Course, Curia meeting
Religious Assembly, Finance Council
Religious Assembly

Pastoral Visit Perinchery Parish

For the People, Religious and Priests
KCBC

KCBC

KCBC

Curia Meeting

Advisory Board meeting-JMMC
Differently abled association TCR-
meeting; Silver Jubilee celebration of
couples- Lourdes Cathedral

Assembly Evaluation Meeting at DBCLC
Kalasadhan General body Meeting

Carol song competition-Archdiocese of
Thrissur at Lourdes Cathedral
Sneholsavam- Holy Mass and Inaugura-
tion at Velupadam, Karunyabhavanam
blessing at Chittattukara
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12

13

14

15

16

17

18
19

20

Mon

Tue

Wed

Fri

Sat

Sun

Mon
Tue

Wed

Evening
Morning
Evening
Morning
Morning

Evening

Morning
Evening

Morning
Evening

Morning

Morning

Evening

i

Catholicasabha Promoters’ Meet ,

MI Hospital Dialysis Unit Inauguration
Priest Assembly

JMMC Trust meeting

Holy Mass- St. Mary’s Minor Seminary
Curia Meeting, Priest Assembly

B'day - Mar Thazhath & Mar Thoomkuzhy
Priest Assembly; Karunadhinam - KCYM
Farewell to Mar Raphael Thattil

AKCC Meeting

Consulters Meeting

ST. Thomas Collage Patron’s Day Celebra-
tion

Curia Meeting & Engaged

Sneholsavam- Concluding Holy Mass at
Koonamuchi

Silver Jubilee celebration of couples- Arch-
diocese of Thrissur at Lourdes
Valappaya — New Church Blessing
Ezharakkuttam- Karunya Programme at
Madakkathra

Award day, Home Day Celebration at
Peace Home

Priest Assembly

Holy Mass at Lourdes Cathedral- Mar
John Menachery Death Anniversary
Curia Meeting, Priest Assembly

Priest Assembly

Christmas Eve at Basilica
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22
23

24
25
26

27

28

29

31

Fri
Sat

Sun
Mon
Tue

Wed

Fri

Sat

Sun

Evening

Morning
Evening

Evening

Morning

Noon

Morning

Noon
Morning

Noon

Morning

Noon

Morning

Morning

i

Mega Margamkali inauguration at Lourdes
Cathedral

Aranattukara Convention concluding
Message

Curia meeting & Engaged

Engaged

Excel institute- Merit day and Scholarship
day; Christmas Eve at Archbishop’s House
Lourdes Cathedral- Christmas Liturgy
Christmas

Priestly Ordination- Dn. Raphy Kadavi
CMmI

Priestly Ordination at Kallur East,
Dn. Linto Madambi CMI

Priestly Ordination at Dn. Jomon
Ponthekkan at Pallikkunnu

Buon Natale

Priestly Ordination Dn Shelton, Vadakkan
Pudukkad

Priestly Ordination — Dn. Franso Thekkath
at Elthuruth

Curia Meeting

Priestly Ordination- Dn. Nyjo
Chittilappilly at Puthenpeedika
Abhayam-Santhibhavan Palliative Care-
regional centre inauguration

Priestly Ordination- Dn. Renald
Pulikkoden at Ollur Marymatha
Priestly Ordination — Dn. Vijo
Avittathukaran, Kallur West
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Date Day Time Description
1 Fri Religious Assembly
2 Sat Morning Holy Mass at Cheroor Church
Afternoon Family Apostolate, Kudumbakootayma
General Body
Evening Bethany St. John’s School,
Kunnamkulam Ecumenical Fellowship
annual day
3 Sun Morning Poochunnipadam, Ettamidam Qurbana
Chevoor Oottu Thirunal Qurbana
Afternoon Class at National Formators’ Meet, St.
Annes Convent, Thalikkode
Evening Thrissur Jeevakarunya Trust, Thrissur
Basilica Arannattukkara, Catechism Day
4 Mon  Morning Class Marymatha Seminary
Afternoon Ollur St. Raphael +2 Annual Day
Evening Engaged
5-7 Tue-Thu KCBC
8 Fri Morning Pazhuvil, Qurbana, Blessing
9 Sat Morning Assembly Resource Team sharing
session
Evening Ecumenical Christian Celebration,
Cathedral Church, Palakkad
10 Sun  Morning Koonamoochi, Sneholsavam, Qurbana
Basilica, Anniversary of the Qurbana for
deaf& dumb
Afternoon Catholicasabha promoters meet & Ruby

Jubilee, Legion of Mary Anniversary, St.
Mary’s College; Seniors’ Day-Ollur

Evening Retreat conclusion, Ammadam
n Mon Priests Assembly
Afternoon Engaged
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12

13

14
15

16

17

18-20

21

22

23

24
25
26
27
28

29
30

31

Tue Evening
Wed  Afternoon
Thu Afternoon
Fri Morning
Evening
Sat Evening
Sun Morning
Afternoon
Evening
Mon-Wed
Thu Morning
Evening
Fri Morning
Evening
Sat Morning
Evening
Sun Morning
Mon
Tue Morning
Wed  Afternoon
Thu Afternoon
Evening
Fri Evening
Sat Morning
Evening
Evening
Sun  Morning
Evening

i
L

Holy Mass, Peringottukara Gudalupe
Shrine
Farewell to Mar Raphael Thattil & Birth
Day of Abp. Andrews Thazhath and
Abp. Jacob Thoomkuzhy
Patron’s Day, St. Thomas'’s College
Prayer Day
Velupadam, Sneholsavam Conclusion,
Qurbana
Engaged
Vellarakkad, Qurbana, Kodiyettam
Olarikkara, Roopatha KLM Meet
Neelankavil Association, Thrissur
Bible Apostolate Award Day, DBCLC
Valappaya, Consecration of New Church
Priests Assembly
Minor seminary, Resource Camp
Inauguration
Qurbana, Velappaya
Qurbana at Amballur, Marriage Course
Qurbana Chelakkara,
Eyyal School, Annual Day
Mariapuram, MMB House : Halleluiah
Group Annual Day
Eranellur, CLC Navathi Celebration
Inauguration
Mattom , Qurbana
Christmas Mass, Basilica
Mass MMB, Mariapuram
Buon Natale
Ordination Eranellur, Dn. Danu Porathur
CMI
North Puthukkad, Parish Day
Kanjany, Thirunnal Kodiyettam Qurbana
Ordination Vellarakkad, Deacon Vinoy
Vazhappilly; Baptism 5th Child, Chengalur
Vendore; Qurbana, Parish Day 90™
Jubilee Conclusion
Parish Day at Pallikkunnu
Nellikunnu, Thirunal Kodikayattam Qurbana

Pathiyaram, Idavakadinam Qurbana, meeting
33
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